Asylum  - some facts (summarised from the Independent, 23 5 2003)

Number of asylum claims

85,865 in 2002 (20% rise compared with 2001) - but

16,000 in 1st quarter of 2003, compared with 23,385 in last quarter of 2002 (32% fall)

Outcome of asylum claims in 2002

10% granted asylum

24% granted exceptional leave to remain

66% refused

Number of asylum seeker claims awaiting determination at any time

Home Office doesn’t publish figures.  Unofficial estimates are up to 90,000 excuding dependants - Independent article also gave figure of 35800 claims awaiting determination in May 2003  (Sorry, I can’t make sense of this discrepancy)

Detention

790 (approx) held in some form of detention

1/3 of those in detention have been there more than 4 months

International comparisons

1.98% of the world’s refugees are in the UK

In 2002, UK was 8th in Europe in terms of number of asylum applications per 100 of population, with 1.9.  Austria was top with 4.6

Countries of origin in 2002

 Top 3 were Iraq (14,940), 
Zimbabwe (7,695), Afghanistan (7,380)



Benefits:


· asylum seekers (AS) receive £36.54 per week

· elderly or disabled AS cannot claim any extra benefits

· pregnant AS get £200 maternity grant (UK residents £500)

· average AS family gets 24% less benefits than UK born equivalent

· Asylum seekers are barred from working or seeking training while awaiting decisions.  (This means that many of them work in grossly expoitative and unsafe situations in the black economy)

