Child Protection and Child abuse
 Incidence

A Gp sees one case every 2 yrs , but the true incidence is much higher:

· Perhaps 10-15% of all ‘accidents’ in children under 2 yrs old

· Perhaps 20% of all children are sexually abused

Epidemiological factors:
· Home Background;

1. V. young parents , often unmarried  or with marital probs

2. lower socio-economic class

3. financial probs and /or poor housing

4. lack of support at home

5. large family already

6. parents who themselves had troubled childhoods and were battered

· The Circumstances of pregnancy

1. termination turned down

2. poor antenatal attendance, difficult pregnancy

3. baby with a physical handicap or prematurity

4. A baby requiring SCBU after birth

Mothers abuse more often than fathers . Meal times and bedtime are particular ‘flashpoints’

· The Postnatal period
1. early maternal separation

2. early signs of poor bonding

3. lack of preparation at home

4. poor attendance at child health/immunisation clinics

5. unusual feeding practices

· Suspicious Injuries

1. a history not consistent with the injury

2. delayed reporting

3. multiple injuries at different stages

4. characteristic injuries ( Cig burns, fingertip bruises, strap marks, bite marks, black eyes, pull injury)

· The demeanour of the child

1. Frozen awareness is also said to be characteristic , and such children are unusually obedient in behaviour and often fail to thrive.

· In childhood sexual abuse look for:

1. a clear statement from the child 

2. sexualised behaviour in a child at an inappropriately young age

3. recent tears or bruising in the anogenital area

