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   (BLOCK CAPITALS)

INSTRUCTIONS

Questions 1, 2 and 12 require you to use additional reference material.  You should read the question first, and then the reference material.  An extra 10 minutes is allowed for you to read the material for each of these three questions. The reference material for questions 1 and 2 is taken from the same published paper.

The total time for the Paper is therefore three and a half hours.

Markers do not receive this sheet showing your name, so please check that your number is correct on all pages.

There are twelve questions in this paper.  You may attempt them in any order you wish.

Each of the twelve questions presented will be marked by a different examiner.  It may be necessary therefore for you to repeat parts of an earlier answer or answers if this is relevant to the question you are answering.

Answers should be legible and concise.  You may use ‘notes’ form.

Answers should be written in the space provided on the question sheet.  You may continue your answer on the reverse of the same sheet.  Additional paper may be obtained from the invigilator if necessary.

References from journals and books should be mentioned if these are relevant to the arguments being presented.

1.
Your practice is planning a policy on prescribing antibiotics for acute otitis media in young children. You wish this process to be evidence based.

1a)     Outline how you would gather your evidence.

Please refer to Reference Material A (part of an abstract from a paper entitled ‘Primary care based randomised, double blind trial of amoxicillin versus placebo for acute otitis media in children under 2 years’) and answer the questions listed below.

1b)
Comment on the strengths and weaknesses of the methodology of the study as presented in the abstract.

1c) 
What further information about the methodology would you wish to obtain from the paper in its entirety?

2.
Extracts from the results section of the paper referred to in Question 1 are given in Reference Material B.

2a) and 2b)
 How does the evidence from this paper
 2a) favour

        

 
 2b) oppose

a decision to prescribe antibiotics for acute otitis

media in young children?
2c) and 2d)
Discuss other factors that influence the decision
2c) to prescribe
 
2d) not to prescribe

 
antibiotics  for acute otitis media in young children.

3.   Daisy Boyd, aged 68 years, arrives late for her routine appointment smelling of 

        urine. 

        How would you manage this situation?

     
4.    Comment on the following, giving evidence to support your views:

4a)
Drug treatment of rheumatoid arthritis.

            Comments​​​​​​​​​

                                            Evidence


_______________________________________________________________

4b)
The treatment of frozen shoulder.

Comments





Evidence

_______________________________________________________________









4c)  4d) overleaf

4c)
The treatment of acute low back pain.

Comments​​​​​​​​​

                                          
  Evidence

_____________________________________________________________

4d)
The treatment of chronic low back pain.

Comments





Evidence

_______________________________________________________________

5.    How might prejudice influence the provision of primary health care?

6.    Rosie Barrett asks you to arrange paternity testing of her nine-month-old baby.

 What issues does this raise?

7. How might changes currently occurring in general practice affect

      continuity of care?
8.   What are the challenges of introducing multi-disciplinary (ie involving

        doctors, nurses, and other members of the Primary Health Care Team) 
  education in general  practice?

 9.     Discuss the effectiveness of the following interventions in helping people to             

         stop smoking:

         9a) Brief advice

         9b)  Counselling

         9c)  Nicotine replacement therapy

         9d)  Drug therapy

10.    Fatemah Nassiri, aged forty years, asks you to document the bruises inflicted by 

         her husband.  'I don't want you to do anything, I just want them recorded' she 

         says.

         What issues does this raise?

11.   What are the challenges presented by increasing patient participation

         in primary care?   Give your answer in the following areas.

         11a)   Patient representation

         11b)   The consultation

        11c)   The surgery

         11d)   Local health care planning

12.   Please refer to Reference Material C.
        The tables and figure shown are from the results of a study which 

        analysed emergency admissions to Glasgow hospitals’ medical beds in 

        1996 and 1997. The figures were examined by age, sex, deprivation 

        score, disease and general practice.

        12a)  What do the data shown tell us?

        12b)  What factors could influence the variation of standardized

                  emergency admissions by practice?


        12c)   What difficulties might there be in trying to reduce the

                   variation in emergency admissions by practice?

        12d)   What are the implications for health providers in the United

       Kingdom?

