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(BLOCK CAPITALS)

INSTRUCTIONS

Questions 1, 8 and 9 require you to use additional reference material.  You should read the question first, and then the reference material.  An extra 10 minutes is allowed for you to read the material for each of these three questions. The reference material for questions 8 and 9 is taken from the same published paper.

The total time for the paper is therefore three and a half hours.

· Markers do not receive this sheet showing your name, so please check that your number is correct on all pages.

· There are twelve questions in this paper.  You may attempt them in any order you wish.

· Each of the twelve questions presented will be marked by a different examiner.  It may be necessary therefore for you to repeat parts of an earlier answer or answers if this is relevant to the question you are answering.

· Answers should be legible and concise.  You may use ‘notes’ form.

· Answers should be written in the space provided on the question sheet.  You may continue your answer on the reverse of the same sheet.  Additional paper may be obtained from the invigilator if necessary.

· References from journals and books should be mentioned if these are relevant to the arguments being presented.

1.
Read the extract from the accompanying material available here which looked at whether babies receiving their third primary vaccination had more or less local reactions when a longer needle is used compared with a shorter needle.

1a)
What are the strengths of the study?

1b)
Comment on the outcome measures used

1c) 1d) overleaf

1c)
What does the table (at the bottom of the reference material ) show?

1d)
What factors would the ethical committee have considered?

2.
Comment on the value of the following, giving evidence to support your views:

2a)
Surgery for carotid artery stenosis

Comments



Evidence




2b)
Anticoagulant therapy for acute stroke

Comments



Evidence


2c)
Antiplatelet therapy for acute stroke

Comments



Evidence


2d)
Stroke units for the care of patients with acute stroke


Comments



Evidence



3.
Homelessness - a ‘forgotten people’.

3a)
Who are the homeless?

3b)
Describe their health needs. 

3c)
What are their difficulties in accessing care?

3d)
What measures could be taken to improve their health?
4.
“Intermediate care will ‘build a bridge between hospital and home’ to speed

            discharge from acute care and provide a range of recovery and rehabilitation

            services. Cottage hospitals, private nursing homes, and domiciliary and

            community settings will form the heart of the new intermediate care sector”. 

            BMJ 2000

Discuss the implications of the above for primary care in relation to:

4a)
Care of patients
4b)
Workload and resources

4c)
Implementation and evaluation
4d)
Ethical principles
5.
You suspect that Arthur Robinson, aged 70, may have Parkinson’s disease.

Discuss issues concerning his management.

6.
Discuss uncertainty for the patient and the doctor within the general practice

consultation in the context of:

6a)
Causes

6b)
Effects

6c)
Coping strategies

7.
The wait for urgent cardiology appointments in your area has increased to three months.

How might you influence this situation?

8.
You are interested in studying the psychosocial impact of the diagnosis of

genital chlamydia.  You wish the process to be evidence based.

8a)
How would you gather the evidence?

One study you discover is: Qualitative analysis of psychosocial impact of diagnosis of Chlamydia trachomatis: implications for screening. Please refer to the accompanying material available here.

8b)
Discuss the sample selection as presented in the article.

Advantages



Disadvantages




8c)
Discuss the methodology as presented in the article.

Advantages



Disadvantages


9.
Please refer to the accompanying reference material available here (part of the results section of the paper referred to above entitled - Qualitative analysis of psychosocial impact of diagnosis of Chlamydia trachomatis: implications for screening).

In the light of reading this, how could your practice approach genital chlamydia testing of symptomatic patients?

Give your answer under the following headings:

9a)
Communication with the patient

9b)
Organisation in the practice

9c)
Ethical issues

9d)
The role of the genito-urinary medicine clinic

10.
Lydia Scott aged 23, attends with a rash typical of psoriasis.

What would you do?



11. Comment on the diagnosis and management of the following conditions involving the leg, giving evidence to support your views.

11a)  DVT (Deep vein thrombosis)


Comments







Evidence

  11b)
Venous leg ulcers

Comments







Evidence


11c)  
 Intermittent claudication


Comments







  Evidence

11d) 
  Fungal  infections

Comments







Evidence


12.
Discuss errors in primary care under the following headings:

12a)
Categories of error

12b)
How do you become aware of errors?

12c)
How do you reduce the likelihood of errors?
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