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GLOSSARY

Comment - write notes to explain, critically

Example:   “The data (shown below) come from drug company promotional literature that was being presented to GPs at an educational meeting. 

Comment on the study method.”

This requires the candidate both to explain what the study method is as well as to do so critically, by considering its appropriateness for the problem under consideration.

Discuss - consider and debate

Example:   “Your new partner asks for help in persuading the other partners to change to longer appointment times.  Discuss in terms of the new partner and partnership.” 

A good answer would both consider the views of the new partner and the partnership and a debate about the value of longer appointments, including some reference to relevant literature. 

Implication - something that is suggested or hinted at

Example:   “What are the implications of revalidation for general practitioners in the United Kingdom?”

The question invites the candidate to consider a wide range of issues – including practical, political, ethical and attitudinal ones – suggested by revalidation. Implications in this and other cases might include past, present and future dimensions of the issue or problem.

Issue - a topic of interest or discussion or one requiring a decision, an 

           important subject  

Example:  “Cameron Murray has at last got a job on an oil rig subject to a satisfactory ‘medical’. The employer requires a routine drug screen. It is reported to you as positive for cannabis. What issues does this raise?”

In this question there are some more obvious issues, such as the safety of a drug user working on an oil rig, and some less obvious ones – the “at last” implies that Cameron has been searching for a job for some time. 

continued overleaf
Manage(ment) - in a medical context management usually includes relevant 

      history taking, examination, treatment, investigation and
      referral. In answer to a question explaining management in
      general practice it may be relevant to address the use of 
      appropriate consultation skills
Respond - act or react 

Example:   “Reports from your local hospital have given you serious concerns about nursing standards in the local hospital.  How might you respond?”

A good answer would include a wide range of responses including the gathering of evidence and a number of possible ways in which the identified problems can be addressed.

Process - the method of doing or producing something

Example:   “A woman aged 75 has fallen and fractured her hip in a local nursing home.   Discuss a ‘significant event analysis’ … in terms of process, prevention and outcome”

The process of a significant event analysis in this example would include the ways in which the meeting was introduced, a discussion of who would be invited and the way in which the meeting was run.

Factor - a contributing element or cause 

Example:  “Comfort Tetsola, a 45-year-old Afro-Caribbean woman, has a BMI of 45.  What factors would influence your management.”

Relevant elements in this case would include factors relevant to the individual patient (for example, her motivation to address the problem); to you the doctor (for example your skill and knowledge) and other issues such as medical causes and the availability of resources.

1.   
Comment on the following issues regarding Multiple Sclerosis (MS), giving evidence to support your views.

1a)
Clinical features

comments




evidence








1b)
Investigation

comments




evidence










1c) and 1d) overleaf
1c)

Drug treatment


comments





evidence


1d)
Non-drug treatment


comments





evidence


2.
A mother brings her fourteen year old son, Darryl, and asks you to 
screen him for illegal drugs use, because he is grumpy in the 
mornings.

How would you manage this situation?


3.
The surgeries of one of your partners regularly run significantly late.


Discuss the feelings this may raise for those concerned.
4.
Please read the attached material (Reference Material A), which constitutes part of a paper entitled ‘Coronary heart disease prevention: insights from modelling incremental cost effectiveness’, and answer the questions below.

4a)  
Comment on the methodology described in this paper

4b)  
What is your interpretation of Table 1?










4c) and 4d) overleaf

4c) 
 What is your interpretation of Table 2?


4d) 
  How might this paper contribute to patient care?

5.
Andrew, a seven-year-old boy, has recently had a peanut allergy confirmed. 

How can you help him and his mother?   
6.
A significant event review reveals learning needs in your practice about the diagnosis of meningitis.

You wish to develop an evidence-based approach to the diagnosis of meningitis in a febrile child.

6a)     What is your search strategy for gathering the evidence?


6b) and 6c) overleaf

6b) 
Some of the studies that you identify have used a qualitative research method. What are the strengths and weaknesses of using qualitative research methods in the investigation of diagnostic uncertainty?

Strengths





Weaknesses



One study that you consider is:  ‘Management of diagnostic uncertainty in 
children with possible meningitis: a qualitative study’.  Please refer to Reference 
Material B.
6c) 
What are the strengths and weaknesses in the methodology of THIS study?

Strengths





Weaknesses


7.
Extracts from the results section of the paper referred to in the previous question -‘Management of diagnostic uncertainty in children with possible meningitis: a qualitative study’ - are provided (please refer to Reference Material C). They show quotes from the doctors interviewed that are representative of the sentiments expressed during the study.

List the key themes and discuss their implications for:


7a)
General practitioners
Themes


Implications












7b) and 7c) overleaf

7b)
Parents and children

Themes


Implications

7c)
Public Health

Themes


Implications


8.
Janek Lepkowski, aged 38, lost his job three months ago. He attends saying that the 
Benefits Office have told him to get a sick note from you. 

What issues does this raise?

9.
The flow chart below is taken from a recent evidence based guideline on dyspepsia. In the light of current evidence, answer the following questions relating to this algorithm.

Presentation at GP and endoscopy

Flowchart of referral criteria and subsequent management





















9a)
Discuss the criteria you would use in order to decide whether to refer for endoscopy or not.


Discussion







Evidence

9b)
In patients with dyspepsia who do not require an endoscopy, discuss what can be done to restore them to good health.


Discussion







Evidence

9c) and 9d) overleaf

9c)

Discuss the use of Helicobacter pylori testing in modern 



primary care.


Discussion







Evidence

9d)
Discuss the implications for a patient whose endoscopy result shows Barrett’s oesophagus.

Discussion







Evidence

10.
30-year-old Clare, who attends infrequently, tells you that two days ago she took 20 paracetamol tablets. She is reluctant to say why she did this.


Discuss your approach.

11.
Gladys Jones, aged 76, comes to see you with recent onset of breathlessness on climbing the stairs.  Her pulse is irregular.

Discuss your management.

12.
A clinician is leaving your practice.

What factors would you consider with respect to:
12a)
why this is happening

12b)
replacement

12c)
recruitment

New episode of dyspepsia





No





Yes





Referral criteria met?


(see question 9a)





Suspend NSAID use and review medication





Upper GI malignancy





NUD





Endoscopy findings?





GORD





PUD





Treat non-ulcer dyspepsia (NUD)





Treat uninvestigated dyspepsia


(see question 9b)





Treat peptic ulcer disease 


(PUD)





Treat gastro-oesophageal reflux disease


(GORD)





Review





Return to self care





Refer to specialist
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