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Burden of Wounds 
Opissi Access 
	 Research 

• 18.6 million practice nurse visits 

• 10.9 million community nurse visits 

• 7.7 million general practitioner visits 

• 3.4 million hospital outpatient visits 

• Estimated cost of £5.3 billion 

• Continues to rise annually 

• 730,000 patient with leg ulceration 

• 1.5 — 3% adult population 

• 70% of these venous ulceration 

1. 	Guest IF, Ayoub N, Mcllwraith T, Uchegbu I, Gerrish A, Weidlich D, Vowden K, Vowden P. Health economic burden that wounds impose on the National Health Service in the UK. BMJ Open 2015; 
5(12). 



Clinical and cost-effectiveness of compression hosiery versus @11(1) 
compression bandages in treatment of venous leg ulcers 
(Venous leg Ulcer Study IV, VenUS IV): a randomised 
controlled trial 

Venous Ulceration 

• Compression therapy is key 

• Dressing selection less important 

• Hosiery kits 'gold standard' 

Articles  I 

Median time to healing 

Ulcers healing 

Ulcers recurring 

Mean annual cost 

4 -layer bandage 

98 days 

70.4% 

23% 

£1,795 

2-layer hosiery kit 

99 days 

70,9% 

14% 

£1,494 
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"Increased use is likely to result in a substantial saving for the NHS 

with improved quality of life for people with venous ulcers." 



Chronic Venous Disease 

Power of Compression 
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This passport is designed 
to keep a record of your 
assessment and give advice 
on your treatment. Pease bring 
it with you to all appointments. 

Lower Limb Passport 
Advice and information for 
taking care of your legs 

Self Care Enablers 

• Leg ulcer passports 

• Patient information 

• Guides to washing hands/changing dressing 

• Dressing logs 

• Exercise logs 

• SOS facilities 

• Provision of equipment 
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