Modern Minor Wound Closure & Dressing Pathway

Updated using current UK NICE CKS, NHS and wound-care principles.

Assess the Wound
= Depth
* Contamination
» Infection risk
» Meurovascular status
* Tetanus status

Clean & Irrigate
= Sterile saline or clean tap water
» Control bleeding

e Can wound edges ———
—_,— be approximated easily? T

skin Closure Strips Tissue Adhesive Sutures
(Steri-Strips) (skin Glue)
Deep wounds
Superficial Small clean wounds Gaping wounds
Low tension Low tension High tension

Apply Dressing
* Protective
» Low-adherent if needed

Patient Advice
» Keep clean & dry
= Watch for infection
* Return if worsening

Arrange Follow-Up
* Suture removal timing
» Safety-netting

Modern Update Why It Matters

Added tetanus assessment Standard UK wound-care assessment

Modernised tissue adhesive use Reflects current NHS practice




Updated dressing recommendations

Low-adherent dressings preferred

Added infection safety-netting

Important medico-legal practice




