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This updated document is based on the original 2007 Primary Care Dermatology Society guidance, but revised
to reflect current UK practice, NICE guidance, BAD recommendations, modern dermatological surgery
standards, infection control policies, and contemporary community skin surgery pathways.

Major Guideline Updates

• NICE NG12 terminology updated.
• Added DOAC guidance.
• Updated adrenaline-in-digits advice.
• Modernised IPC and MRSA guidance.
• Added dermoscopy and governance standards.
• Added surgical safety and histology tracking advice.

Skin Cancer Management

• Suspected melanoma/SCC/high-risk BCC require urgent referral.
• Community management only within competence/governance frameworks.
• Dermoscopy training strongly recommended.
• All lesions should undergo histopathology.

Anticoagulants

• Warfarin surgery acceptable with controlled INR.
• DOACs require bleeding-risk assessment.
• Aspirin usually continued.
• Dual antiplatelet therapy needs individual assessment.

Local Anaesthetic

• Lidocaine with adrenaline generally safe in digits in selected patients.
• Use caution in vascular compromise/Raynaud’s.
• Follow BNF dose guidance.
• Anaphylaxis preparedness required.

Infection Prevention

• Alcohol-based surgical hand preparation now standard.
• Follow NHS and WHO IPC standards.
• Previous MRSA requires individualised risk assessment.

Cryotherapy

• Useful for AKs and selected benign lesions.
• Wart cryotherapy evidence modest.
• Bowen’s disease may alternatively use topical therapy/PDT.

Consent and Governance

• Written consent strongly recommended.
• Photography must comply with GDPR.
• Surgical safety checks recommended.
• Histology tracking systems essential.
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Key UK References (2026)
• NICE NG12 – Suspected cancer: recognition and referral
• British Association of Dermatologists (BAD)
• Primary Care Dermatology Society (PCDS)
• NHS Infection Prevention and Control Manual
• British National Formulary (BNF)



Disclaimer
This document is provided exclusively for educational and training purposes as a teaching aid. It does not
constitute formal clinical guidance or legal advice. Practitioners must independently verify all medical
information, procedural techniques, drug doses, protocols, infection control standards, consent requirements,
and legal obligations against current national guidance, reputable medical and surgical bodies, local
organisational policies, and the British National Formulary (BNF) before performing any clinical procedures or
prescribing. Clinical responsibility always remains with the individual practitioner.


