
Antenatal and Newborn Screening Timeline
Women and their families should understand the purpose of all tests before they are taken

NHS

Pre-conception Antenatal Screening Programme Newborn

Commence folic
acid

Prior to pregnancy up

to 12 weeks

Blood for Sickle Cell &
Thalassaemia

Ideally by 10 weeks

Booking Blood Screening
Syphilis, Hepatitis B & HIV

CLINICAL UPDATE: Rubella Removed

Early Down's /
Edwards / Patau

Test
Combined test: 11w0d

to 14w1d

Later Down's Test
Quadruple test:

14w2d to 20w0d

Newborn Physical Examination
(NIPE)

Within 72 hours of birth

Give Pre-screening
Information

As early as possible / at

booking contact

Dating Scan & NT Scan
Optimum: 11w2d to 14w1d

Detailed Ultrasound Anomaly Scan
Optimum: 18w0d to 20w6d

Repeat Haemoglobin &
Antibodies

Offered routinely at 28 weeks

Newborn Blood
Spot

Day 5 of life

(Screening for 9

conditions)

Newborn Hearing
Screen

Done before

discharge or by 4-5

weeks

Key to Screening Programmes:

Down's, Edwards' & Patau's Syndrome Screening Fetal Anomaly Ultrasound (Dating & Mid-Trimester) Sickle Cell & Thalassaemia Screening

Infectious Diseases in Pregnancy Screening (Syphilis, Hep B, HIV)

Newborn Blood Spot Screening Newborn & Infant Physical Examination (NIPE)

NHS Population Screening Programmes
Guidance Reference: NICE NG201 / NHS IDPS

Clinical Review Update: June 2026

Gestation Timeline (Weeks) & Postnatal Benchmarks

Wk 0 4 8 12 16 20 24 28 32 36 BIRTH +72h +5-8d +6-8w


