Ethical Scenarios

1 Insurance reports

What issues do the completion of insurance company reports raise for the GP?

2 Epilepsy

A builder continues to drive despite your advice to stop because of recent onset of epilepsy. What action would you take?

3 HIV

A patient who is HIV positive following intercourse while working in Africa is unhappy about telling his partner about this.

4 HIV

Should you inform a surgeon about the HIV positive status of a patient you are going to refer for hernia repair?

5 TOP

A patient asks you to take out of her notes reference to a first trimester TOP performed 3 years previously.

6 Penicillin allergy

Your partner gives augmentin to a patient whose notes are marked "sensitive to penicillin". The patient comes in with a rash wondering "whether it’s due to his sore throat or something else?" What do you tell him?

7 Sexual abuse

A 56 year old grandfather comes in one evening and tells you that he wants to get off his chest the fact that he had sexually abused his daughter years ago.

8 Oral contraception in the under-16's

The mother of a 14 year old girl who has recently been started on the pill asks to see her daughter’s notes. Do you agree to this?

9 Euthanasia

The daughter of an elderly patient who is on a syringe driver in the late stages of metastatic cancer asks whether you can help her father out of his discomfort.

10 NHS budgets

What sort of procedures or treatments would you consider outside the scope of the NHS because of the need to remain "within budget"?

11 PSA tests

A patient asks for a prostate cancer test. Are there ethical issues?

12 Retrobulbar neuritis

What should you tell a patient who has returned from neurological out-patients, where the specialist has indicated in a letter to you that the diagnosis of retrobulbar neuritis has been made. The patient says they didn’t tell him much, something about an inflamed nerve behind the eye, which has settled down now.

13 Drug reps

A pharmaceutical rep offers you a trip to a conference in Dublin – "all expenses paid".

14 Needlestick injury

Your partner suffers a needlestick injury from a syringe used to take blood from a patient for investigations. What action do you take?

15 Domestic Violence

A 34 year old woman tells you that she is being beaten by her husband and she can not take it any more and wants help.  But then back tracks and says “forget what I said, he’ll kill me if he found out.  And please don’t write anything in the notes”.  What now?

16 Linda’s dad
Linda is a 40 year old mother of 2 children. She comes to see you, worried about her 74 year old father who has been harassed by some gypsies for money. She thinks that he is becoming demented, as she has been to see him recently - he is very unkempt and his house is a dreadful mess. He lives 300 miles away. Linda receives family credit.

What options might you explore with her?

17 A letter to you
94f Woodland Road
London W4
7th July
Dear doctor

I am writing to you for advice on how to deal with my family situation. My mother is an alcoholic and has been for about three years. She will not admit to her problem and actually doesn't even think she has a problem. She says she drinks merely to help her sleep.

Every night she drinks a bottle of Martini and the other day I found a bottle of sherry hidden in the cupboard that she has been drinking in the day. She used to be of a slight build but now is very fat. She becomes stupid, annoying and clumsy when she is drunk and when she is asleep at night she sometimes laughs and makes noises like a baby.

When I tell her what she is like when she is drunk she becomes angry and doesn't believe me. I've spoken to one of my teachers about this and he could only suggest a social worker. If my Mum thought I had been talking about her she would be very angry.

Recently my father has become ill with a heart disease and has not been able to work full time, therefore we have been short of money. My hum is always saying that she must stop drinking because it is too expensive but whenever she does give up it only lasts a day or so.

I know my Dad is worried but he tries to ignore it and will not admit that we could really do without spending all this money every night.

I am very worried and it annoys my Dad and I for whenever we come in my Mum is usually in bed.

I have a nice room and spend most of my time upstairs but I worry about my Dad. My sister and niece also live with us but do not seem to realise what is happening,

I am frightened she will drink herself to death. I am 14.

Yours faithfully,

 

 

Kathleen Field.

Dr Brad Cheek


