PATIENTS’ CONSENT TO VIDEO-RECORDING

The informed consent of patients must be obtained before and after you make video recordings of consultations for the purposes of the examination.

Obtaining the consent of patients

· Consent forms

You will need the consent form overleaf if your consulting skills are to be assessed on the basis of video-recordings.  One copy of the consent form is provided overleaf; please make as many copies as you need.


As an alternative to the consent form provided, you may use a form that has been approved for summative assessment.  No other form will be acceptable.

· Distributing consent forms to patients


Your receptionist will probably be the person to hand the consent forms to the patients.  Make sure your receptionist understands what you are doing and why, and explains it to the patient.  Your receptionist should not attempt to persuade patients to consent, but the giving or refusal of consent may depend in part on the attitude of the receptionist or other person handing out the form.  Patients’ consent cannot be genuinely ‘informed’ if the way they have been asked appears perfunctory or coercive.

· Relating consent forms to recordings


On the top of the consent form you should note the reference number assigned to that patient in the Workbook.  The consent forms relating to the consultations recorded should be kept with the patients’ records in the surgery where the recordings took place.

· Ethical guidelines

The General Medical Council publishes guidance on the making and using of video recordings of patients.  Your approach to patients for this purpose, and the use of the consent form overleaf, should be interpreted in the light of such guidance.

Extracts from the College’s ethical guidelines on the recording of consultations are included in the video Workbook.  You should study these and observe the spirit of the guidelines in whatever detailed arrangements you make in your own situation.

